
07/16/2004 0 6 : 2 4  FAX @lo04 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketMo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I, am writing to ask tbat the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
sewices. 

Minoritics, low-income families, senior citiZtns, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon CaIling card services for a variety of needs.‘ Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with f d y  and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In eoonomically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispmable to consumer grmps because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone smices- 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if‘ it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other f e s  on prepaid cards. f ie  fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdm wouId fall squarely upon those consumers that cam least a o r d  to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to, be paid to local. telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benef i  Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any efYort to raise rates on American commers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: commissioner Michael Copps . 
Commissioner ICaIhhen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mwin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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, July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No- 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income familia, senior c i t i m s ,  immigrants, college students and militafy 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many o f  these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
sewice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In e~onomically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes art prcciseIy what the FCC will do if it inflicts new 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squsteJy upon those consumers that caa least afford to 
bear it. 

access charges 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantidy increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the hefits Latino and other cammun~es  gain 
from these services. Please stop aay &?ut to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other f k e .  

Sincaely, 

ccs: Commissioner Micbael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecomiiunicatiom services to keep in touch with family and fiends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immediately I h g  thc tcns of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state: access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with thcir f ~ l i e s  at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the.only option available - without them, militmy personnel 
could, quite literally, be lea without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards wiIl directly harm individuals who are most in nced of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-sbfe charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid caliing card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs; Conmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernalhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornniissioner Jonathan Adclstein 
Senator 
Scnator 

, Congessperson 
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July 7, ,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comniunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 29554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications services to keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immediately harming &e tens of thousands of American service 
men and women statjoned worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone sewice to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 

services. 
refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps Y Commissioner Kathleen Abarnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Micbael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and few on prepaid calling ,md 
services. 

Minoritits, law-income famiks, senior citizens, immigrats, college students and d ; t a r Y  
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers donot 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor’s appointmmt, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fkes or charges. In econornicaliy disadvantaged mas, consumers Iitwally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumex groups because they are an af€ordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local. telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least &rd to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other commlmities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American conSumeTS and decide that 
these semices are not subject to *e exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Rathlcen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senalar 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th slT=& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
fimilies rely upon calling card services for a varieq of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank nccounts, or the means to pay a large depositfor local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affbrdsble housing, make a doctor's. appointment, or 
stay m touch with hnily and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fkes or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because thcy art an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are prwisely what the FCC will da if it inflicts new "in-Staten ~ccess charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would fimnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers thal can least afford to 
bear it. 

. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantidy increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid d l s ,  jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other cornmudths gain 
&om these services. Please stop any ef€ort to raise rates on American consume~s and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissjoner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7, 2004 . . _  

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the US. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommnunications services to keep in touch with family and fkiends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immediately harming the tens of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite Iiterally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will direcgy harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach, 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. PIease look out for our 
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelsrein 
Senaror 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Pawell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing 10 ask that the PCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Midies, low-income families, senior cithns, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these cansumus do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a ptepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
them are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state!" access charges 
and other fws on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdm would faU squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access'charges and other fees. 

Sinc 

cCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cbmmissiona Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Se-r 
Con pes sperson 



._  07/16/2004 06:26  FAX ._. 
41 

@I 012 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docker No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income familia, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay’a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay cbnnected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor’s appointmeng or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensabIe to consumer groups because they are an affordablc a l t d v t  to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it‘ inflicts new “in-state” BWSS charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel dbectly to large local telephone 
companies while the bwden woufd fall squarely upon those consllmers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges IO be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumem and dtcidc that 
these seavices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charge and d e r  fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael cbpps 
Commissjoner Kuthlten Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these c o m r n ~ l ~  do not 
have a credit himy, bank accounts, M the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look fix a job, for affotdable housing, make a doctar’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with f d l y  and fjiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cos, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being discomected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regutar and 
wireIess telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it hflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fdl squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit. 

Adding ~ c c e s s  charges to be paid to local relcphone companies vill substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopiydizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumws and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs; Cornmissioner Michael Copps , / 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



-- 07/16/2004 0 6 : 2 6  FAg @ 014 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income familia, senior citizens, immigrants, college studcnts and military ’ 

families rely upon calling card sellices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Iocal telephone ’ 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bousing, make a doctor’s appointmmt, or 
stay in touch withfiunily and fiimds. Tbese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 

’ 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consurnek literafly 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards ate 
indispensablp to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. “be fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially incredse the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits JAtino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to d s c  rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fkes. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
C o ~ i s s j o n e r  Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairnian Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Conlmission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Miiitary personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications services to keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges md fccs on these cards that we 
depend upon to buy connected, immediately harming the tens of thousands of American service 
inen and womeii stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC i s  considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prqaid caIling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly ham individuals who are most in need o f  vital phonc s m i c e  to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
descroying the utility of calling cards for our senrice men and women. Please look out for our 
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. A 

S incercl y , 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Cops  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congrcsspcrsan 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and militsry 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telepbone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look far a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appokdment, or 
stay in touch with family and fimds. Thcsc cards off'er convenience arid predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged ~ f e ~ s ,  consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispcnsablt to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts ntw "in-statew access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those congumen that c8n least dl'ord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to &.paid to local telephone companies &ill SubStantially increase @e per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the beoef'i Latho and other communhies gam 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these sewices are not subject to the exorbitant Dew ~ccess charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsteh 
SernStor 
Senator 
Congressperson 

Sincerely, 

0 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s.w, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chainnan Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. i 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety o f  needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to< pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to &e phone calls to look fix a job, for a r d a b l e  housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and sends. These c a d s  offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economicaIly disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these w d s  increase. Prepaid call in^ cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable &&e to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ''h-state'' uccess charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fill squarely upon those consumers that can l a s t  atrord to, 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increa;se the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latin6 and other communities gai0 
from these ServiCeS. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and d e r  fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martfn 

0 Commissioner Jonathan Adelsteh 
SellmT 
Senator 
Congress person 
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.July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12ib Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chainnan Powell: 

L,atino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiorn looking for a job or affotdable housing to staying in 
toucb with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscriie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - witbout them, many consumers 
could, q&te literally, be 1eR without 8ccess xo telephone service. Raising the price of p p a i d  
calling c3rds will directly harm individuals who can least afford price mmases. 

Jmposing in-state charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling wds to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services subsfantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new acceSs charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson . 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE- WC Dooket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you wiIl simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantagcd individuals to stay h touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particdarly sensitive to any price increase for prs-paid calling caids; 
approximately 43% of Latho households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are SO pmvdent in part because 
they save consumera money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low inincome consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requhenrs that local phone mrnpaxlias insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family membem aad neighbors. We can use these cards to stay cGconnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargks and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneffdaries of such 
charges. The FCC shodd stgnd up for consumer interests over coip0mte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sttee< S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC sbould not impose new access charges and fces upon prepaid calling cards. lfyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities- 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk pric~s already holding fixed and law income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phbe companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prcpaid cards, consumers can make calls fkom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors, We can use theso cards to stay " ~ ~ ~ e c t e d ' '  as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that w e  all have. 

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these ca~ds. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer iaferesta over coiporate gdn by lreeping 
affordable prepaid calling cqrds a priority. n 

ccs; Co+issiontr Michael c ~ p p s  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissionw Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
SeMtCK \ 

. Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase tbe cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any p k ~  increase for pre-paid calling caidq 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so pevalent in pa-rt because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be fawd with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fad incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating M hafly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist u p  before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphona or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use tbese cards to stay “conuected” as welook for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of  the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fkes on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the larm benefidm-jes of such 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for coasumer interests over cowrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. ’ 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commjssioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KatMesa Abe&y 
Commhsioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-1 33 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chwgcs and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is p”ticularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-pdd calling cards; 
approximately 43% oflarino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already. holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
househoIds who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  b e c a y  they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone mmpmies insist upon befm 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumm can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay %onnectedn as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomttnents that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest bexleflcinies of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consnmer interests over coipontt gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling mrds a priolity. 

Sincere@, , 
. /?//-- A >>-- 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senathr 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fies upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communi~es., 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43 % of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling &rds m so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they m o t  
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requimmts that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting, a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calIs fiom paypbones or the telephones 
of fmily members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected'' as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that w e  all have. 

I[ simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. "be FCC should stand up for consumer interests over mr@orste gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid cslling carde a priority- 

ccW Commidsioner M C ~ ~ C I  Copps 
Commissiozier Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpesspesson 



07/16/2004 06:21 FAX @J 006 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W, 
Washington, DC 20554 

E: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees 0x1 prepaid calling card 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services fm a variety of needs, Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, fix affbrdablt housing, make a doctor's appinfment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. 'h economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispcnsable to mnsumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the. FCC will do if it inflicts new ''iwmte" access charges 
and othcr f e s  on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would Ea11 squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding BCC~SS charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop my effort to raise rates on American consumes and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new aocess charges and other fees. 

\ inc-Y&J \ /7J*K 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathken Abernethy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelst& 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Pwvell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I arn writing lo ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. .I 

Minorities, low-income fdl ies ,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rcly upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ’ 
sewice, For these consumers, B prepaid card may be tbe only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calk to look fa a job, far affordable housing, mab a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer comreniencc and predictable cost, BS 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable abematw e to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes ‘are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel ditectly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumm that can least a f h d  to 
beat it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the k e f &  Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any &art to mise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exohitant new access charges and other fees. 

ocst!/Commissiontr Michael Copps . 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mnrtin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chainnm Michael Powell 
Federal Commuriications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

D m  Chairman Powell, 

I am writing IO ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card swim for a variety of needs. Many of these consumm do not 
have E credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pny a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they b e  to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoinfment, M 
stay in touch with Wly and friends. These cards o f h  cmvedence and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. Jn economically disadvantaged aTeas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnecied ifthe prices of these cards h m s e .  Prepaid d i n g  cards ill8 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable a h t h e  to regular and 
wireless tdephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it Micts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fms would funnel d iredy  to large local telephone 
companies while the bwdcn would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least affbrd to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wiI1 substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amen- consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otba fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chainman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
smices. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military. 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs.' Many afthew conmen do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look fat a job, far &Eordable housing, make a doctar's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards off" convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers IiteralIy 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid c d h g  cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an a€€brdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-pajd cards. The fees would funnel ditebly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least 6 r d  to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any ef€ort to raise rates on Americax~ constnnm and decide &at 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant n m  acce8s charges and other fbs. 

Sincerely, 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abematky 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessp erson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comniunications Commission ’ 

445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fces on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and mili- 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fix local telephone ’ 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends, These cards Her convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumen literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordabIc alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. IXhe fws would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers tbat can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on precpaid calls, jeopardizjng the benefds Latino and other wmmunitics gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American c~nsumer~ and decide that 
these servjces are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


